
Guiding Futures: Elevating Student-Centered Counseling and Support
September 12, 2025 | 8:00 am - 3:00 pm | College of San Mateo

8:00 am

Welcome Remarks | Room: Bayview Dining
•	 Alex Guiriba, Vice President of Student Services, College of San Mateo
•	 Manuel Alejandro Pérez, Ed.D., President, College of San Mateo
•	 Linda Collins, Executive Director, Career Ladders Project
•	 Luis Chavez, Counseling Faculty, Chabot College and Berkeley City College

9:00 am

Breakout Session 1
From Breakbeats to Breakthroughs: Remixing College Counseling Practices 
Strand: Equitable Counseling | Room: Bayview Dining

How can the art of DJing inspire equitable and transformative college counseling? In this interactive session, DMC 
US Champion DJ Bitesize and Dr. Nate Nevado of the CIPHER Hip Hop Learning Community remix traditional 
practices through hip-hop aesthetics like reading the crowd, sampling, and remixing. Attendees will experience live DJ 
demonstrations, explore parallels between DJing and counseling, and engage in a hands-on Remix Challenge where they 
build student success plans from various student case studies. This workshop highlights how honoring student histories, 
cultural strengths, and lived experiences can transform counseling into a powerful tool for trust, belonging, and success.

•	 Nate Nevado, Ed.D., General Counselor and CIPHER Coordinator, Skyline College
•	 Kim Davalos, Counselor, Skyline College
•	 DJ Bitesize, World-renowned, US Champion DJ

Designing Supports for Dual Enrollment Student Success 
Strand: Dual Enrollment | Room: 10-468

This session will uplift the important role counselors and student support staff play in dual enrollment student success. 
Participants will be able to learn ways they can describe dual enrollment opportunities to students, families, and their 
communities. Participants will also gain access to tools that can be used to develop teams to support students as they 
embark on their pathway to postsecondary success.

•	 Laurencia Walker, Director, Career Ladders Project
•	 Byron Reaves, Ed.D., Director, Career Ladders Project

Moments of Clarity: Critical Consciousness for Student Supports and Counseling with Equity 
Strand: Wraparound Services | Room: 10-195

This dynamic, interactive workshop is designed for counseling professionals, educators, and student advocates who seek 
to deepen their equity-driven practices. In this workshop, student advocates will enhance their critical consciousness to 
continue to provide equitable counseling. Participants will have the opportunity to engage in critical self-reflection, identify 
opportunity gaps in student service delivery, and interrogate their role in supporting students.

•	 Tommy Reed, UMOJA Counselor/Coordinator, Chabot College
•	 Jerel McGiffert, Ed.D., Adjunct Counselor

EC
Equitable Counseling



10:30 am Transition

10:45 am

Breakout Session 2
Closing the Network Gap: Equipping Students with Career-Building Connections 
Strand: Equitable Counseling | Room: Bayview Dining

Discover how two pilot programs at CSM are expanding career opportunities for students through strategic partnerships. 
One initiative involves a collaboration with the social enterprise Career Launch to create an online curriculum for the CSM 
Job Search course, helping first-generation students build vital social capital. In a separate effort, the MANA Learning 
Community established its first Summer Bridge Program, connecting Pacific Islander students directly with diverse 
employers expanding access to promising STEM career pathways.

•	 Jane Hsu Southwick, Adjunct Career Counselor and Instructor, College of San Mateo
•	 Melissa “Ehm” Manuofetoa, Counselor/Instructor, Learning Communities, College of San Mateo
•	 Finausina “Fi” Tovo, Ed.D., Project Change Coordinator/Instructor, College of San Mateo

From Access to Transformation: Culturally Responsive Support for Dual Enrollment Students 
Strand: Dual Enrollment | Room: 10-468

Dual enrollment students are navigating high school and college simultaneously, often facing cultural, social, and 
institutional barriers that can shape their experiences. This interactive session invites counselors and student services 
professionals to reimagine their role in supporting dual enrollment students through a culturally responsive lens. Through 
reflection, dialogue, and practice-sharing, attendees will leave with strategies to humanize their counseling and student 
support approaches, ensuring dual enrollment pathways are not only accessible but transformative for the students who 
walk them.

•	 Byron Reaves, Ed.D., Director, Career Ladders Project
•	 Tommy Reed, UMOJA Counselor/Coordinator, Chabot College

Equity in Action: Transforming Counseling Through Collaboration 
Strand: Wraparound Services | Room: 10-195

Discover how a regional counselor network reimagined student support by transforming fragmented systems into an 
equity-centered Community of Practice. This session highlights CACC’s model for building authentic relationships across 
high school and community college counseling, bridging gaps, connecting resources, and ensuring underserved students 
experience coordinated support at every step. Join us for interactive activities, practical strategies, and real talk about what 
it takes to move from transactional work to transformational change in college and career access.​

•	 Heather Oshiro, Counselor/Instructor, Chabot College
•	 Jasmine Garcia, Counselor, Chabot College

12:15 pm Lunch & Connect | Room: Bayview Dining

1:00 pm
Engaging Student Voices: Reimagining Counseling and Support | Room: Bayview Dining

•	 College of San Mateo Students
•	 Facilitator: Melissa “Ehm” Manuofetoa, Counselor/Instructor, Learning Communities, College of San Mateo

1:40 pm Counseling with Intention: Ensuring African American/Black Students Thrive | Room: Bayview Dining
•	 Darla M. Cooper, Ed.D., Executive Director, The RP Group

Guiding Futures: Elevating Student-Centered Counseling and Support

3:00 pm Adjourn
https://bit.ly/3IgiQC6

Tell us what you 
think!


